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2 Corinthians 2: An Exquisite Fragrance – Aromatic or Stench? 
 

Introductory Statement:  In chapter 2 of this letter to the church at Corinth, the Apostle Paul, 
bond-servant of JESUS, the CHRIST, provides insight into the true expression of the 
FATHER’s heart in difficult situations, and shares how that expression is experienced in the 
lives of both Believers and Non-Believers, according to the true identity of the LORD 
JESUS. 

Summary Points: 

 What are some characteristics of Love among/for Believers in the Church?  

 How does restoration of a Believer work? 

 What is the devil’s desire for the lives of Believers? 

 What victory does the Believer experience in CHRIST JESUS? 

 What fragrance am I exhuding? 

Objectives: During our study we will further examine the importance of Understanding the 
Plan and Purpose of our Heavenly FATHER in relation to the summary points noted 
above.  

 

THE APPETIZER (Review) 

How Did We Get Here (Church at Corinth)? 

1. The Apostle Paul dealt with a very serious issue in his previous letter that now 
requires follow up. 

a. Sexual Immorality was infiltrating the church but not being addressed - 1 
Corinthians 5:1-13 (MSG) 
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b. The church community, being caught up with “spirituality”, struggled with 
identifying their role and responsibility in this matter 
 

c. The Apostle Paul provides guidance 
 
i. This is wrong 

 
ii. Confront and deal with the issue (bring it out in the open and deal with it) 

 
iii. Assemble the community 

 
iv. Hear out the offender 

 
v. Remove him from the fellowship if there’s no repentance 

a) It will devastate the individual 
b) This will embarrass you 
c) Discipline is not rejection. This will work towards repentance, 

forgiveness 
 

vi. You have my full support 
 

vii. We have some responsibility for those within our community of Believers 
a) GOD decides on the outsiders 
b) We decide when our brothers and sisters are out of line and respond 

accordingly 

 

THE ENTREE 

AS CHRIST JESUS’ REPRESENTATIVES, THE CHURCH IS CALLED TO THE 
MINISTRY OF RECONCILIATION AND RESTORATION THROUGH FORGIVENESS 

1. Paul’s instructions were two-fold: Discipline  2 Corinthians 2:5-8 

a. Although injured and/or offended, this is not personal.  
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b. Now is the time for forgiveness  

c. Help the individual back on his feet 

d. Pour on the Love, not guilt 

i. 1 Corinthians 13:3-10,13 (MSG) 

a. Restore the individual 

i. Galatians 6:1-2 (AMPC) 

ii. The Act of Restoration is delegated to those who are responsive to and 
controlled by the Holy Spirit 

iii. Gently and humbly help him back (set him right and reinstate him) onto the 
right path 

iv. As you’re helping, watch yourself 

v. Carry your brother’s / sister’s burdens and troublesome moral faults  

 

2. Paul’s Instructions were to get Believers to take responsibility for the health of the 
church 
2 Corinthians 2:9-11 (MSG) 

a. If you forgive, I forgive (John 20:23 TPT) 
 

b. Don’t give satan an opening; we aren’t ignorant of his devices 
 
i. Deceive, Seduce, and lead astray (1 John 3:7-8 AMP) 

 
ii. Capitalize on inner passions and desires (pervert them); Entice to sin  

(James 1:13-15 MSG) 
 

iii. Murder / Devour (1 Peter 5:8 NIV)  
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iv. Lie (John 8:44 NLT) 
 

v. Counter the work of GOD 
 

c. We are our brother’s keeper (Genesis 4 3-9  NLT) 
 

3. The FATHER Always leads Believers in a procession of Triumph, In CHRIST 
JESUS, to bring about the knowledge of CHRIST. 

a. 2 Corinthians 2:14-16 (MSG) 

b. Jesus triumphed over and made an open show of the devil through HIS birth, 
life, death, burial, resurrection and ascension (Colossians 2:13-14  AMP) 

c. The fragrance of HIS presence in the lives of Believers creates an exquisite 
fragrance to the FATHER 

i. Other Believers recognize this fragrance as a sweet aroma 
ii. Non-Believers are repelled by this as it is a stench to them (Romans 8:5-8 

NLT) 

4. The responsibility of being in CHRIST is not to be taken lightly 
(2 Corinthians 2:16-17 MSG) 

a. Don’t minimize (water-down) HIS Word; Elevate HIS Word 

b. Realize that you RE-Present HIM 
 

c. Everything you receive comes through JESUS, the CHRIST 
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The Dessert  

 Sometimes Individuals feel and are mis-handled, and become offended. The 
perceived offense creates an entry point for the devil.

 Sometimes, depending on our systems of government, we fail to recognize that
GOD’s government is a Kingdom…a monarchy. It isn’t one that is of, by, and for
the people.

 Being a Believer requires us to submit our hearts and will to HIM (being LORD),
and to submit our growth and development to the authority that HE has
established in HIS church (Ephesians 4:11-12 NLT)

o Have you been offended (church hurt)?
o Were you not handled properly?
o Has your heart been hardened?
o Is the enemy wreaking havoc in your life and you need restoration?

 Is the HOLY SPIRIT moving in your heart now?

 Are you ready to decide about your past, present, and future?
o Repent
o Forgive
o Submit
o Ask GOD to direct you to HIS place for you among other Believers in

JESUS, the CHRIST
o Receive HIS forgiveness
o Expect HIS Goodness in your life




