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What is the wisdom of God? How is it different than the wisdom of the world? How does the
wisdom of God change our thinking and behaviors?
I Corinthians 2:6-7 - Paul says that he “speaks a message of wisdom”. This is a surprising
statement considering the negative things he said about wisdom in the last chapter. But it’s
“God’s” wisdom that he preaches. When Paul is speaking about wisdom, what exactly is he
saying? What’s the topic of his wisdom? Human wisdom, or “the wisdom of this age”, refers to
reaching higher and higher levels of enlightenment through logic and reason. In that day, many
people believed that they could “think” their way up to god or the gods. That through the “power” of
reason and logic they could elevate to higher levels that would escape most other people. In fact,
we know historically that wisdom was called “power”. Wisdom was the ability, the power, to see
things - things about the world and about spiritual matters - that others couldn’t. Wisdom could
elevate you beyond what the five senses tell us about the world. What we can see, touch, taste,
feel, and smell.
Paul will say that “God’s wisdom” can only be gained if He gives it. Humans are helpless on their
own to achieve His wisdom. They can’t think their way up to God and His wisdom. The people of
Paul’s day admired wisdom and compared one another based on their wisdom. A “wise person”
would be asked to talk or expound on a topic. And people would argue with one another over who
had the most wisdom. But Paul would say that there is a higher wisdom, one that cannot be
achieved by our own mental strength. For Paul, any wisdom that could be achieved through
thinking is cheap and weak compared to the wisdom he possesses. Also, Paul wasn’t interested in
discussing topics. The highest, unreachable wisdom – the wisdom that escapes everyone – only
has one thing to talk about. In other words, to the degree you understand this one thing is the
degree to which you have wisdom.
What is the topic, the subject matter, of God’s wisdom here in v.6? The topic of this message, this
wisdom, is what Paul has repeatedly stated so far in First Corinthians. The message of God’s
wisdom is the meaning of the cross. Understanding the cross – the death and resurrection of
Jesus – is the subject, the content, the topic, of God’s wisdom. How do we know that the wisdom
of God is the meaning of the cross? Paul in chapter 1 talks about: “The message of the cross” (v.

1 | LakewoodChurch.com

AUGUST 5, 2019

Growing Up Spiritually - I Corinthians 2 – Page 2
1:18). That he “preached Christ crucified” (v.1:23). That he told them “nothing except Jesus Christ
and Him crucified” (v. 2:2). Finally, it says, “Jesus has become for us wisdom from God” (v.30). So,
the wisdom of God or the message of wisdom, has only one topic, the meaning of Jesus’s death
and resurrection.
For people in that day, wisdom was like a set of glasses that caused people to see and perceive
things that most couldn’t. Wisdom, they believed, enabled them to see the world, to see life, to
understand “the gods”. Paul is saying that God has crafted a pair of His own wisdom glasses.
Without God’s glasses, God’s wisdom, you can’t see the world and life accurately. But with them
you can perceive things for how they really are. Glasses are something, not that you look at, but
you look through. For Paul, the thing we look through so that we see things accurately is the
meaning of Jesus’s death and resurrection. Christian maturity comes only by wearing the right set
of glasses. Paul says here that it’s a message of wisdom among the “mature”. Immature
Christians are those who simply need a new set of glasses. They need to trade the pair given to
them by the culture of their world and instead put on God’s glasses which involve seeing through
the meaning of the cross. This is about a new way of knowing things, perceiving things, based on
the lens you view them through.
For Paul, these believers were struggling in their walk with God because they had on the wrong
pair of glasses. What you see, how you perceive things, will shape how you think over time. And
how you think will shape how you behave over time. The more often you think and explore the
meaning of the cross will affect how you see things. Through the cross we see the world
accurately which helps us to live differently. C.S. Lewis once said, “I believe in Christianity as I
believe that the sun has risen: not only because I see it, but because by it I see everything else.” In
other words, we see everything in the proper perspective, we see the world for what it is, through
the cross, through Jesus. The cross is not something we just look at. It is something we look
through to see everything else accurately. Christianity isn’t a set of beliefs, but a pair of glasses by
which you view the world and make judgments.
This age, marked out by a wrong way of seeing things and by rulers who run the world through this
wrong way of thinking, is in the process of coming to an end. Paul, along with the other apostles,
believe in two ages. The present age marked out by sin and rebellion (due to faulty thinking –
human wisdom), and an age to come marked out by peace where righteousness will flood the
whole earth. The apostles believed that the world will someday turn the great corner of human
history. Evil itself would be defeated and removed from the planet. Creation itself would be freed
from all forms of evil. The world would be transformed into the condition that God intended – just
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like the garden of Eden. This is not talking about us going to heaven when we die. This is talking
about a time where one day the fullness of heaven would invade the earth.
Just like a sunrise, the death and resurrection of Jesus, the lens we look through, reveals that
God’s new world of justice and righteousness has already begun to break into this fallen, evil world.
One day, the fullness of that sun will arise on this planet. The fullness of the sun will bring an end
to all darkness. But, the age to come has already broken into the world, not in fullness, but as the
dawn of a new day – the first rays of God’s new world.
Verses 7 and 8 - Paul is saying that as we look through the cross we see God removing the world’s
way of thinking and living. And if He is in the process of removing it, why join in it? Instead, through
your thinking and behaviors, participate now in the life to come. Our behavior, as we look through
the cross, begins to look like they will in the future when God fully takes over the world and
removes all evil. Your transformation, in thought and behavior, is your glory. We are changed from
glory to glory. We learn to live God’s way, bit by bit, with slow and gradual changes, until the full
day comes when He transforms us into the image of His likeness where all sin is removed.
The death of Jesus marks the defeat, the beginning of the end, of human wisdom and human rule.
Wisdom and power are the two things this world prizes and esteems more than any other thing.
Yet, because they lacked God’s wisdom, they foolishly killed Jesus. And in their killing of Jesus,
they actually lost their wisdom and power. It is coming to nothing.
Because of Jesus’s death and resurrection, it is no longer business as usual for mankind. The
world’s way of thinking (wisdom) and their way of power (ruling) is in the process of coming to an
end. The death and resurrection of Jesus affects every human being whether they know Him or
not. The death and resurrection of Jesus calls the world to account because Jesus has been
placed as the head over all creation. Jesus is Lord and, as a result, everything on heaven and on
earth answers to that name. He claimed the rights to this world, by conquering the powers that
were held sway over it. This world was held in the grasp of evil forces – namely sin and death –
but they have been defeated in Jesus Christ.
Verses 9 and 10 - But why didn’t they know? They didn’t have God’s wisdom. They operated
under the belief that wisdom could be attained by reason and logic, that they could “think” their way
up to the higher and higher forms of wisdom. But look what Paul says next in quoting an Old
Testament verse - “no eye has seen, no hear has heard, no human mind has conceived…” It is
beyond the senses and beyond the power of the mind. You can’t think your way up - the mind
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cannot achieve it. It cannot reason its way up to God and grab a pair of His glasses from Him.
How does it come? “these are things God has revealed to us by His Spirit” (v.10). God must freely
give these wisdom glasses. You can’t know the meaning of the cross unless it is revealed to you
by God. That way if you can see the meaning of the cross and learn to see life through them – you
have real wisdom. He’s telling them that if they are boasting in their wisdom, the wisdom they
achieved, then it’s not God’s wisdom because only He can freely give it to you.
Verses 12-16 - Paul is saying that God’s wisdom is the only true wisdom to view life through – to
make judgements upon. So if someone only has worldly, human wisdom they cannot judge you.
They wouldn’t know any better to tell you how to see things. People might say, “Why do you think
you need to live that way? Why can’t you just have fun – do whatever feels good? Why do you
have to life a holy life? Why do you go to church? You don’t have to do all those things.” No, Paul
says, you are not subject to their judgment because they don’t realize what they are for is passing
away. In other words, you see things accurately because you are viewing life through Christ. You
have, what Paul calls, “the mind of Christ”. In other words, you have the mind of Christ so no one
operating out of worldly wisdom “should instruct you.”
Our spiritual glasses of God’s wisdom of the cross, are sharpened and cleaned up when we come
to church and hear the Word. Coming to church is a way that we learn more about and the cross
which leads us to see things more clearly. As we see things more clearly, over time, our thinking
changes, and then our behavior changes. God is faithful, through the revelation of the cross – to
bring us from glory to glory.
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