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 Characters of the Bible: David 
Pastor Craig Johnson 

 

King David (c. 1035 - 970 BC) 

Things you can learn from David’s life: 

Grace is understood and given by one’s willingness to submit to authority. God uses 
Broken vessels. 

1. Don’t let success go to your head or failure go to your heart. 
2. Authority cannot be taken, it must be given. 
3. Men don’t follow titles, they follow courage. You don’t need a title to have influence. 

Sometimes people in the church want a title instead of a towel. They want a position yet 
lack passion. They want to teach but refuse to be taught. They want to pick up a mic but 
they won’t pick up the trash.  David’s time in the shepherd field was the training ground to 
be a great king 

4. In today’s culture loyalty is more of a surprise than what’s expected. 
5. Praise and Criticism are like chewing gum, you chew on it but you don’t swallow it. (-Rick 

Warren) 
6. What David learned in the Shepherds field prepared him on how to respond in the palace 
7. Publicly protect and cover people. Pray and believe the best for people. 
8. Peace and control don’t go together. It’s the difference between a good king and a mad 

king. Being a king means taking the high road even when you want to throw spears. 
9. Devotion to God and Loyalty to others leads to Bravery. 

Bravery leads to the spirit of self-sacrifice. The spirit of self-sacrifice leads to the understanding of 
true power. 

1 Samuel 16:13 states, “and from that day on the Spirit of the Lord came powerfully upon David.” 

I Samuel 16:14 “the Spirit of the Lord had departed from Saul, and an evil spirit from the Lord 
tormented him” 
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Characters of the Bible: David (Page 2) 

1 Samuel 16:23 states, “Whenever the spirit from God came on Saul, David would take up his lyre 
and play. Then relief would come to Saul; he would feel better, and the evil spirit would leave him.” 

“Saul has slain his thousands, and David his tens of thousands” (I Samuel 18:7) 

I Samuel 18:10-11 The very next day a tormenting spirit from God overwhelmed Saul, and he 
began to rave in his house like a madman. David was playing the harp, as he did each day. But 
Saul had a spear in his hand, and he suddenly hurled it at David, intending to pin him to the wall. 
But David escaped him twice. 

“You son of a perverse and rebellious woman! Don’t I know that you have sided with the son of 
Jesse to your own shame and to the shame of the mother who bore you?” (I Samuel 20:30)  

1 Samuel 20:16–17 states, “So Jonathan made a covenant with the house of David, saying, ‘May 
the Lord call David’s enemies to account.’ And Jonathan had David reaffirm his oath out of love for 
him, because he loved him as he loved himself.”   

“See, my father, look at this piece of your robe in my hand! I cut off the corner of your robe but did 
not kill you. See that there is nothing in my hand to indicate that I am guilty of wrongdoing or 
rebellion. I have not wronged you, but you are hunting me down to take my life.” (I Samuel 24:11) 

“Why do you consult me, now that the Lord has departed from you and become your enemy?” (I 
Samuel 28:16) 

1 Samuel 31:4–6 states, 

But his armor-bearer was terrified and would not do it; so, Saul took his own sword and fell on it. 
When the armor-bearer saw that Saul was dead, he too fell on his sword and died with him. So, 
Saul and his three sons and his armor-bearer and all his men died together that same day. 
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