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“The Miracles and Parables of Jesus – Luke 19:11-28” 
Erik Luchetta 

 
Tonight we’re continuing our series on parables.  What is a parable?  Parables are short stories 
that announce that God is coming to take over the world in a new way.  Parables are stories that 
are always connected to the larger story of the Bible.  They tell that Jesus is the fulfillment of the 
long story of the Bible.  The long story of the Bible is reaching its conclusion in Jesus.   
 
A parable is a way to talk about how God’s rule is coming to earth.  Through parables (stories), 
Jesus announces that God is taking over the world.  To say that God is taking over is an explosive, 
revolutionary message.  It’s a subversive message because it tells those who hold power in the 
world that they must now start answering to a new power – God Himself.  This is a message that 
threatens the current order of things.  But those in power want to stay in power, and will use 
bullying, bossing, intimidation, violence and even murder to keep their power and their order.  They 
killed Jesus as a way of showing that they were still in power.  But God raised Jesus from the dead 
and installed Him as ruler over the world.   
 
The world’s greatest weapon used to maintain its power is death.  But Jesus defeated death and 
became king over the world.  If death is defeated by Jesus, then Jesus must be the king.  The 
powers of this world thought they were sending Jesus to His death, but they were actually sending 
Him to His throne, and installing Him as king over the earth.  All of this means that the powers of 
this world have indeed been stripped of their power because the greatest weapon they have – 
death – has been defeated.   
 
Parables are also stories that are connected to the long story of the Bible.  That story is that God 
rescued the Hebrew children from Pharaoh and gave them a wonderful land to live in. God lived 
among them, first in the tabernacle and then in the Temple Solomon built.  God blessed them with 
so much wealth and military power that the nations feared them.  God told them that it would 
always be this way for them as long as they kept Him as their God and did not follow after other 
gods.  God rescued them so that somehow, they would be used to rescue the rest of the world.  All 
the nations, the Gentiles, the non-Jews would come to know God through them.  But they sinned 
and left God and started worshipping other gods.  As a result, God who was living with them in the 
temple, left the temple.   
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Without God in the temple, the Babylonians were able to destroy Jerusalem and ransack the 
temple.  Not only did they lose the land, their wealth, their power in the world, they were carried off 
as slaves into Babylon.  They went from the highest high, the greatest of all nations, to the lowest 
of all nations.  But God not only promised that He would return and forgive them of their sins, He 
promised to forgive the sins of the world.  God would be God over both Jew and Gentile.  He would 
be king of the world. That’s the main point that the Old Testament ends with.  A hope that God 
would one day return to His people after a long absence.  Again, that it would mean the forgiveness 
of the sins of the world. 
 
Here are a few scriptures from the Old Testament that speak of God coming back:  
 
Isaiah 40:1-5 - John the Baptist quotes these verses.  John said he’s the one crying out in the 
wilderness.  He’s the one at work to make a straight path by baptizing people for the forgiveness of 
sins so that the people would be ready when He appears.  He’s preparing a people ready to 
receive the coming of the Lord.  And when Jesus shows up, John points to Jesus.   
 
Isaiah 52:7 - “Your God reigns!” Here in the Old Testament is the same announcement that the 
kingdom of God is at hand in the New Testament.  The only thing that is good news, and the only 
thing that will bring peace and salvation is that God is coming back to reign.   
 
Malachi 3:2 – The promise that God will return to Israel and forgive their sins brings with it a 
warning of judgment.  It brings a warning that when He returns He will have to deal with sin, so the 
people better be prepared and ready for His coming.  They better be prepared to properly receive 
Him and not take His return lightly.   
 
Luke 19:11-28 is a story about a master and his servants.  In Jesus’s day, a story about a master 
and servants would certainly be understood as a story of God and Israel.  Jesus gives this parable 
as He stands just outside Jerusalem.  That means that God Himself is standing right outside the 
door of Jerusalem.  He’s about ready to come in and inspect how things have been managed while 
He was gone.  He was gone a long time – several hundred years.   
 
What sort of business have His people been up to while He was gone?  Have they been 
responsible with what was entrusted to them?  Have they been doing justice to the needy?  Or are 
they taking advantage of people for their own personal gain?  Have they made the temple a place 
where people are welcomed to receive forgiveness – a house of prayer - or have they burdened 
people down with religious traditions?  Have they made Jerusalem as a city on a hill to give light to  
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the world?  Or have they covered up their light and kept for themselves what God wanted Israel to 
be for the world?  You can say they took what God entrusted them with and buried it in the ground. 
What will God say to them who have buried what was given to them? 
 
Jesus warned them all along that they (especially the religious leaders) were not being faithful to 
what was entrusted to them – the nation, the city, and especially the temple.  They acted on the 
outside like they were being faithful and were looking for His return – praying and even fasting with 
sad, repentant faces in hope He’d return and forgive them - but they weren’t really looking or 
expecting His return.  If they did, they would have been faithful to what was given to them.  They 
buried in the ground what was entrusted to them.  Israel was not looking like the sort of Israel that 
God told them to be.  They have not been the sort of light to the world and the salt of the earth that 
God had called them to be.  As a result, they are caught off guard by God’s return to them – caught 
off guard like a thief in the night.   
 
Malachi warned the people of his day, especially the temple leaders, that one day God would 
return to the temple and when He did the temple leaders of that day would be held accountable for 
how well they managed what was entrusted to them.  Malachi 3:2 “One day He will return to the 
temple, but who can stand in the day of His coming.”  So we shouldn’t be surprised that 
immediately after this parable He rides into Jerusalem, marches directly into the temple and over 
turns the tables.  And in doing this in the temple, He is giving yet another parable of impending 
judgement because of the religious leader’s unfaithfulness to what they’ve been entrusted with. 
 
Luke 19:41-44 - Jesus weeps over the city knowing that it will be taken away and destroyed. 
This is because they “did not recognize the time of God’s coming to you.”  He weeps for the city. 
Upon entering the city, He goes directly to the temple. 
 
Read Luke 19:45-46 - Jesus overturning the tables is an acted-out parable.  Jesus, in overturning 
the tables shuts down the sacrificial system during Passover. Through this Jesus is saying that the 
temple is under judgment.  Jesus said earlier that this temple would come down in judgment – not 
one stone would be left on another.  It would be leveled.  And we know that it happened a few 
years later in 70 A.D.  Jesus says that it will come down and that He will build a new temple, the 
promised eternal temple, not made by human hands but made through His own resurrection.  The 
resurrection of Jesus is the temple that God planned all along.  A temple family birthed through His 
resurrection.   
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