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“The Miracles and Parables of Jesus – Part 2”
Erik Luchetta
Tonight we’re continuing our series on parables. What is a parable? It’s a truth contained in a
cryptic story that conjures up Old Testament expectations of Israel’s hopes. With it, it answers the
question of “what is God doing?” We’re also going to answer why Jesus spoke in parables. When
Jesus speaks, what does He believe is happening? What takes place when He speaks a parable
or any other word?
A parable is a way to talk about how God’s rule is coming to earth. Through parables (stories),
Jesus announces that God is taking over the world. Parables are not primarily meant to reveal, but
to conceal God’s coming rule over the world. Parables are meant to be difficult to understand so
they hide from others the good news that God is coming to take over the world. Shouldn’t Jesus
want everyone to understand clearly the good news that God is coming to rule? The short answer
is that for many, the fact that God is coming to take over isn’t good news. It’s a subversive
message that challenges those in power and demands their allegiance to God.
Parables are a form of announcing the message that God is coming to rule, but they require you to
follow after Him if you want to understand the true meaning. If you’re not interested or frustrated by
the confusing nature of the parable, you’ll walk away. Parables are vital for Jesus to accomplish
His mission and to not have His life cut short prematurely by the anger of the powers that be.
Parables allow the message of the kingdom to be preached right under the noses of those in
charge.

Mark 4:1-9 - Parables test the quality of a heart. That’s why Jesus taught with them. He could
determine if someone was ready for a clearer message by how they responded to the parable.
How does Jesus know if they are ready to receive the message or if they are going to reject it? By
the way they respond to the message – do they follow after Him asking for more understanding?
Or do they just walk away confused and frustrated by the parables? Jesus speaks in parables
because He knows the hearts of many aren’t ready for the message of God’s coming rule. It’s the
same with us. A heart that wants to know the truth and asks for understanding is a heart ready to
receive more of the kingdom.
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The parable in Mark 4 is about the kingdom coming and that most people don’t understand it. The
people simply don’t understand at the first hearing. But late in His ministry, Jesus is still speaking
in parables but He’s making their meaning more clear. Although it’s dangerous, He’s making it
clear because it’s His time to die. It’s time to arouse the wrath of the religious leaders so that they
will turn Him over to power and authority of Rome to be executed on the cross for treason. If now
is the time to die, the quickest way to do it is to speak clearly.
Luke 20:9-19 – The Parable of the Tenants. To us this parable might not be any more clear than
any other, but to a leading religious Jew, it’s meaning was quite clear. It’s a parable about the
wickedness of these leaders, their rejection of God’s coming rule over them, and the judgement of
God that will fall on them because of it. Jesus wants these leaders to know that this parable is an
indictment against them. He wants to expose their hearts and arouse their anger, because again,
it’s time for Him to go to the cross.
Jesus was on a long pilgrimage to Jerusalem for Passover (like most Jews did). Jesus had just
arrived in Jerusalem and went immediately into the temple courts. As soon as He entered it says
He began to drive out those who were selling (Luke 19:45-46). The next day Jesus is back in the
temple courts teaching about the arrival of the kingdom of God.
The religious leaders question Him about who He thinks He is (since just the day before He
overturned all the tables and shut down the sacrificial system). What was Jesus saying (without
words) by stopping the sacrifices? It might not be clear to us, but make no mistake, the religious
leaders sensed that Jesus was saying the nation and especially the temple was under judgement.
Jesus shut it down momentarily as a sign it will be shut down permanently. The leaders have not
been faithful over the nation and temple as God has instructed, and so it will be destroyed and a
new temple built.
He will make the parable plain so they have no excuse in rejecting His warning. God is
establishing His rule, but Israel is opposing it. The say they want God’s rule, but their rejection of
Jesus’s message exposes their hearts and it’s clear that they really don’t. Remember that’s what
parables do. They expose the heart to see if one really wants the kingdom or not.
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You couldn’t talk about a man planting a vineyard and not know it was referring to God planting
Israel for the purpose of bearing fruit for the world. And now that His revolutionary message is
made plain, they say “let’s kill Him.” Jesus’s message was a revolutionary message that
challenged the current power structures and authorities of the world and announces to them that
God is now taking over. It’s both an announcement and a challenge to get on board God’s agenda
and do it now while you can. Up until this point, it was hard for even the religious leaders to
understand. But now Jesus made it clear to them. And they responded the way Jesus expected –
with violent opposition. They are warned to drop all other ways of thinking and learn how God is
taking over. In this parable, the man is God, the vineyard is Israel, the tenants who are charged to
oversee the vineyard are the religious leaders who are charged to oversee the nation of Israel and
its temple, and Jesus is the Son - the One the tenants want to kill so that they can rule the nation
without the oversight of God.
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