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“Parables and Miracles” 
Erik Luchetta 

 
Tonight we’re going to learn what a parable is.  What is a parable?  It’s a truth contained in a 
cryptic story that conjures up Old Testament expectations of Israel’s hopes.  With it, it answers the 
question of “what God is doing?”  We’re also going to answer why Jesus spoke in parables.  When 
Jesus speaks, what does He believe is happening?  What takes place when He speaks a parable 
or any other word? 
 
Parables tell us that God is coming to rule but speak of that ruling in a very different and confusing 
way.  Parables say that God is about to rule, as He had promised, and explain how that rule will 
look very different than what people expected.  This means that parables, along with all that Jesus 
says, are not so much about moral teachings, although they certainly tell us about true morality.  
But Jesus is not simply a moral teacher like so many teachers of His day.  He wasn’t simply 
walking around telling people that His way of life is better, more moral, than what is told by those of 
other religions or philosophies. 
 
Jesus says that His words are the invitation to enter into a new world that’s breaking into the world 
– a new world and a new life that never existed before – and that He was creating in the moment 
as He walked from town to town.  In fact, Jesus believed His words were the words of the Spirit of 
God.  And when Jesus speaks, the Spirit accompanied His words to bring a new world into being 
the same as when the Spirit accompanied God’s words when He said “Light be” and creation was 
first made.  
 
He claims to be one with God Himself.  If He speaks and worlds are created, then He and the 
Father are One.  God spoke and by the Spirit the world came into being.  Jesus likewise says, that 
through His words and actions a new world is coming into being.   
 
Finally, we must remember, that Jesus’s words (and with it His parables) are good “news”.  News is 
something that is happening in the moment.  We often call it “breaking news”, why?  Because it’s 
happening live in the moment.  But if we think Jesus is simply a moral teacher trying to help us see 
a better way of life that has always been their if we could just see it – then His message is not good 
news, it’s simply like all the other teachers – it’s good “advice”.   
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Jesus is not giving His view as one of many options to choose from and He hopes you choose His 
view.  That’s advice.  Instead, He is announcing that “news” is taking place and that news is again 
that a new world breaking into the world. 
 
But if I drive out demons by the finger of God, then the kingdom of God has come upon you.  He 
doesn’t say, “If I cast out demons it simply means I’m powerful.”  He’s saying if I drive out demons 
then it means that God’s rule is breaking into the world right now.  It’s news that’s happening.  And 
this news, this in-breaking of God’s new rule, is happening through Jesus’s own words. And as 
we’ll see it is the same with when He speaks in parables.  The parables themselves are creating an 
entrance into God’s new in-breaking world, or the parables are creating a closed door so people 
cannot enter.  
 
Mark 4:1-20 - What is the main point of this parable?  This picture, of a farmer sowing seed, is not 
just a picture from everyday farming life.  That is certainly not the way a Jew in this time would 
have heard it.  Rather, for a Jew in that time, it is a picture of God “sowing” or “restoring” His people 
after a long time of exile.  This picture of “sowing” God’s word to His people that leads to 
restoration is taken from several places in the Old Testament, especially in Isaiah. 
It is promised that when God acts to restore His people, He will send His “word” and that word will 
accomplish His purpose for restoration.   
 
Isaiah 55:11 - This is a picture, taken out of the Old Testament, of God sending His word and that 
word being the means by with He makes things new.  He brings new creation.  God did that at the 
time of the original creation.  Jesus is saying that God is doing it all over again.  He is sending His 
word and it’s creating a new world.  The Jesus was using the familiar language of a God sowing 
His word to produce a harvest of restoration, like a farmer sowers seed for a harvest of crops.  
 
This parable and many others can be referred to as “announcement parables”.  They are parables 
that are saying God’s new world is breaking into the world as God has promised and as Israel said 
it wanted.  Not only do these parables announce that indeed God’s promised rule is at least 
coming, but the parable also explains the way in which it comes – or what it looks as it’s arriving on 
the scene.   
 
Therefore, Jesus parables should always be seen as evoking the story of Israel rapidly coming to 
its fulfillment in Jesus.  The story of God calling them with a promise for the world, them going into 
exile, the exile ending and promise coming to pass is the story that every parable is tapping into. 
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What’s the problem with this parable and how it explains the coming of God’s rule?  For one, the 
Jews thought it would come in a great blaze of glory.  God would unleash His power - He would 
destroy His enemies and restore His people to power and prosperity.  The idea of the God sowing 
His word as a seed instead of sending it in a blaze of glory was literally unheard of in that day.  
Until Jesus, nobody said the word would come as a seed that would be sown into the world and 
that God would get a harvest of new creation.  Nobody thought God would sow this word into this 
world. When the kingdom arrives, it doesn’t come in a great blaze of glory that everyone can see, is 
actually so small, you can’t even see it unless you have eyes to see it.  You can’t even hear it, 
unless you have the right ears to hear it. 

 
The other problem, and perhaps this is the main point of the parable and the one that is probably 
the most hard to understand, is that much of God’s word, the seed that was sown, goes to waste 
because the soil isn’t ready for it.  Most of the soil that the seed landed on was in very poor 
condition and unable to sustain the word.  What does this mean?  Well, many Jewish people in that 
day, although not all, believed that God’s people, Israel, would walk right into God’s kingdom.  
When God became king of the word in a fresh way, they assured they would automatically be part 
of that rule because they are descendants of Abraham and because they follow the Law, the 
Torah, and they are disciples of Moses.  Jesus is saying, just like John the Baptist just got done 
telling them, is that your bloodline traced to Abraham, your observance of Torah, and even the fact 
the you belong the temple, is not enough for entrance into God new rule over the earth and the 
new world that rule is creating. 
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