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Hebrews 9 

I. HEBREWS WAS WRITTEN TO: 

Followers of Jesus. It was written before 70 A.D., some 20 or 30 years after Jesus. The followers 
would be very familiar with all the Old Testament references in this letter. This was their religious 
heritage. They were taught this as children. They lived this Jewish culture and heritage. It is who they 
were. And, yet they left this heritage to follow Jesus. 

II. THEME 
The absolute supremacy and sufficiency of Jesus Christ as revealer and as mediator of God’s grace. 

The words ‘superior’ and ‘better’ are used 15 times in Hebrews. 

• Jesus is more superior than angels. 

• Jesus’ name is superior. 

• The ministry of Jesus is superior to other high priests. 

• Jesus is the mediator of a superior covenant. 

• We have a better hope because of Jesus. 

• We have a better covenant established on better promises. 

• Jesus provided a better sacrifice. 

• We have better and lasting possessions (in heaven). 

• Ancestors were longing for a better country (heaven). 

• We might gain a better resurrection. 

• God had something better planned for us. 

• Jesus’ blood speaks a better word than the blood of Abel. 

 
Covenant: An agreement between two parties. Synonym: ‘testament’ God’s covenants with people. 
 
Mediator: A person who is midway between two parties, who establishes an agreement or 

relationship between the parties. 

Redeemed: To pay the price required to secure the release of someone guilty of a crime (sin).  

Describes God’s saving activity toward mankind. 

Tabernacle: the ‘Tent of Meeting’: a sacred tent, a portable and provisional sanctuary where God 

met with His people. Eventually, this was replaced by the Temple in Jerusalem. The ‘earthly’ 

tabernacle was a ‘copy’ of the real tabernacle in heaven.  
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Holy Place: The courts and inner and outer rooms of the tabernacle. Contained the altar of incense, 

table of show bread and candle. 

Most Holy Place (or Holy of Holies): the innermost room in the tabernacle where the ark of the 

covenant dwelled, where the presence of God dwelled. Separated from the Holy Place by a thick 

curtain. There were angel or cherubim covering the ark of the covenant. The lid of the ark of the 

covenant was called the atonement cover or the mercy seat. Inside the ark three things are 

mentioned: a gold jar of manna, Aaron’s rod that supernaturally budded and the stone tablets 

inscribed with the ten commandments. 

Priests: The people in charge of sacrifices and offerings in the tabernacle and (eventually) the 

temple in Jerusalem. They could enter the Holy Place but could not enter the Most Holy Place. 

High Priest: A descendant of Aaron. He was the priest in charge of temple worship. Only the High 

Priest was allowed to enter the Holy of Holies and the, only once a year on the Day of Atonement.   

Great High Priest: Jesus is our Great High Priest. 

Therefore, since we have a great high priest who has ascended into heaven,   
Jesus the Son of God, let us hold firmly to the faith we profess. Hebrews 4:14 TNIV 

 
Day of Atonement: The day on which the Jewish high priest would enter the Most Holy Place (Holy 
of Holies) to make reconciling sacrifices for the sins of the entire nation. 
 
Old Covenant       New Covenant 
 
High Priest       Jesus 

Entered the Most Holy Place     Entered heaven itself 

Offered the blood of bulls and goats    Offered His own blood 

Offered sacrifice both for his own sins and sins of the people Offered sacrifice only for the sins of 

the people 

One time a year Only one time 

‘Covered’ sin Cleanses/forgives sin 

External work, could not cleanse conscience Internal work, cleanses conscience 

Moses was the mediator of the Old Covenant Jesus is the mediator of the New 

Covenant 
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III. Practical Meaning 

Because of Jesus and His work on the cross: 

• We have eternal redemption. 

• We have salvation. 

• Our consciences are cleansed (no guilt or condemnation because of sin). This doesn’t mean 
we don’t have remorse or grief when we sin, godly sorrow leads to repentance.                     
II Corinthians 7:10 

• Set free from sin. 

• We can approach God’s throne (the Most Holy Place), approach His presence boldly. 
 

  Let us then approach God’s throne of grace with confidence, so that  

we may receive mercy and find grace to help us in our time of need. Hebrews 4:16 
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