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The Apostle John wrote this letter because he wants the believers to have fullness of joy (1:4), to
reject all sin (2:1), to be free from deception (2:26), and confident that they are loved and saved by
God (5:13). Above all else, John wants us to have joy and assurance of God’s love for us, but sin
and deception from false teaching may hinder these things.
False teaching was very common in that day. The enemy was active to distract people in their
walk with Jesus. These false teachers were denying the instructions given by Jesus Himself to
walk in love especially towards fellow believers. They said they knew Jesus but denied Him in their
lack of love for others (verses 2:11, 3:14, 4:8, 4:20). John makes it clear that love for one another
is vital. John reminds them of the command of love. Love is the glue that holds the fellowship of
believers together. Without love, the church will fall apart.
They also taught errors relating to who Jesus is. They denied Jesus was God come in the flesh.
Scripture clearly teaches that Jesus is God, the second person of the Trinity. They also denied that
Jesus died for our sins. Finally, they claimed that they themselves were perfect and without any
sin.
It is from out of these issues that John writes this letter. If these false teachings aren’t bad enough,
they were beginning to go around to other churches propagating their false teachings. It was
beginning to spread rapidly. The church was facing a crisis and John was there to help them stay
on course with the teachings they first believed when the confessed Jesus as Lord.
I John 1:1-4 - God in Jesus entered into our world. The Apostles saw Jesus with their own eyes.
Not only did they see Him, they watched Him and contemplated Him. They touched Him with their
own hands and heard him speak with their own ears. Not only this, but John makes an amazing
statement that we need to understand to get a full picture of who He sees Jesus to be. In verse 2
he says, “the life appeared.” The is the eternal life that Jesus spoke of. This is the life of the age to
come. John is saying that the Life of the future with peace, blessing, forgiveness has been brought
into the present in advance of the rest of the world being set right. And that future life isn’t just
something, it is someone.
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1 John 1:5-7 - Our faith in Jesus is marked out by a certain way of life. It is a life of love, rejection
of sin, and receiving forgiveness when we sin. This announces to the world that a new way of
living has come into being. No one is perfect and John knows that. His point remains though that
believing that Jesus is the Son of God, died for our sins, raised so that we can be raised, turning
away from sin, and asking for forgiveness when we do, is what it means to “walk in the light.”
And it is this “walking in the light” that causes us to have fellowship with each other. Our fellowship
“in the light” is what keeps us together as a believing community. We believe the truth of Jesus
and the way of life that comes from belonging to Him. If the church is the community that
celebrates God’s continual forgiveness of sins when we repent, but then someone comes along
and says, “I don’t need forgiveness” how can they be in fellowship with us? They can’t because
our fellowship is a celebration of our ongoing forgiveness when we acknowledge our sins and
receive His forgiveness.
I John 1:8-10 - We can never claim to be without sin. One, because we do sin, but also our
fellowship is in the celebration that we are continually forgiven when we sin. If we lose our need of
repentance and forgiveness, we lose the fellowship. This idea of the community of believers being
one that celebrates its forgiveness through repentance, is the major theme in Jesus’s parable of
the prodigal son. Jesus’s point is to say that the believing community is one that is marked out as
a celebration over the forgiveness through repentance.
I John 2:1-2 - In the next 2 verses, John will continue to build our confidence that God always
forgives us when we repent. If anyone sins, we have an advocate with the Father – Jesus Christ,
the Righteous One. Keep short accounts with God. Don’t let your sins linger with God. Get them
out in the open with Him quickly.
Although repentance blesses us in our community, repentance also benefits at the personal level.
Repentance helps to prevent our prayers from being unanswered. When our hearts do not
condemn us, because we’ve repented, it gives us confidence before God when we pray. (I John
3:21-22).
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