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There are two questions that are answered in Chapter Two of Hebrews: What should we do when
we’re going through a difficult time? How does knowing Jesus better help strengthen us during
dif ficult times?
In chapter one, the writer brings us up to see the all-powerful, exalted Jesus. But, now, in chapter
two, the writer brings us down to the depths of the suffering of Jesus – the weakness of Jesus on
the cross. This chapter is going to explain why Jesus had to suffer to receive His power at the
resurrection. Christians were f inding it hard to continue believing in Jesus. They were undergoing
a lot of pressure and often persecuted for their faith. Several had caved in and quit the faith. The
pressure was too much. The writer is explaining that Jesus Himself suffered and so they shouldn’t
be surprised when they suffer for their faith. Not only should they not be surprised, but in the book
of Hebrews, we’ll see that God uses our trials for our good and His.
Hebrews 2:1-4 - The writer is going to teach the believers about persevering. He tells them to hold
f ast to their faith in Jesus. Again, so many have already quit, how can they be sure they don’t quit
too? They need to remind themselves that Jesus suffered too. Experiencing pain, disappointment,
and setbacks are nothing unusual. Jesus Himself experienced all those things. But they are not to
stop there. They need to take the story all the way to its conclusion - that Jesus has risen. They
need to remind themselves that Jesus is victorious over His sufferings. His suffering was the
means by which He became Lord. His sufferings played a key role in becoming Lord of the world.
Likewise, God uses our trails to develop us into all that He’s created us to be. Our struggles will
turn out f or our good the same what Jesus’s struggles turned into Him becoming the risen Lord.
The writer is being honest and upfront that there are consequences for forgetting the story of
Jesus. The consequence shows up particularly in hard times. We run the risk of drifting away from
our f aith in Jesus. We run the risk of eventually caving into the pressures of the world and
abandoning God. When we regularly meditate on the cross – Jesus’s death and resurrection –
your f aith will be strengthened.
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So, what exactly should we think about when we think of the death and resurrection of Jesus? The
question these Christians were f acing was “If Jesus is the Lord, why do we suffer? Why such
disappointment, such heartache? And does believing in Jesus make any difference in our
suf fering?” The answer is yes if you see things accurately – if you see things according to the
death and resurrection of Jesus.
Hebrews 2:5-9 - In the age to come the original plan for creation will be realized. It will be ruled by
human beings the way God intended it. Adam and Eve were given charge over the world. Their
task was to bring order to God’s world – they were to subdue it. This role was corrupted by their
sin and the world fell into chaos. In Psalm 8, David is saying that although humans seem rather
unimpressive and a mess a lot of the time, we are amazing creations. We have been called to rule
over creation as God’s image bearers. This is what the Bible means when it speaks of humans
being crowned with glory. In other words, our “glory” is that we have been given the honor to look
af ter God’s world, to bring justice, to make things better. Our “glory” is in our ruling in the world.
How can we have the “glory” of victory in this world?” The answer is Jesus. He has gone first to
achieve the “glory”, the ability to be victorious and as a result, he brought us into it as well. We
won’t experience it fully until He returns and all evil is removed. Nevertheless, time and again, the
scriptures tell us that through the cross we are beginning to experience a taste of this victory. The
point Hebrews is making in mentioning Psalm 8 is to say that in Jesus this task of ruling has begun
to be restored.
If Jesus’s suffering didn’t end in defeat, then your suffering, your difficulties, will not end in defeat.
But you need to hold on the truth of the cross. The truth of the cross anchors your faith during
those hard times. The cross gives you true perspective in your struggles and shows you that, like
Jesus, you will come out the other side.
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