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“Did God Really Say?”
GENESIS 2:15-17

The Lord God took the man and put him in the Garden of Eden to work it and take care of
it. 16 And the Lord God commanded the man, “You are free to eat from any tree in the
garden; 17 but you must not eat from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, for when
you eat from it you will certainly die.”

GENESIS 3:1
Now the serpent was craftier than any of the wild animals the Lord God had made. He
said to the woman, “Did God really say, ‘You must not eat from any tree in the
garden’?”

Why is this question important? “Did God really say?”
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
-

Because it’s a question ALL of us have. At some point, when we follow
God, this is a reality of our lives: What did God say?
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-

This is the focus of our collection of teachings over the next few Monday
nights. We will discuss: How we hear God’s voice, when we hear God’s
voice, why God speaks to us, and what we should do about it.

-

Why does it matter?
o The average human takes in 35,000 messages a day. Marketing,
technology, billboards, street and road signs, window stickers,
bumper stickers, restaurant ads, commercials, social media ads, Tshirts, hats, shoes, labels, mattress tags (which you shouldn’t
remove).
o School Classroom:
§

A High School teacher experiment – Turn on ALL notifications
in a 45-min. class with 25 students. (Turn sound ON & full
volume)
•

41 emails

•

79 Facebook messages

•

178 text messages

•

104 twitter notifications

•

205 Instagram notifications

•

11 phone calls

o

MESSAGES are everywhere. And with that kind of NOISE, hearing
God’s voice is at a premium.

o

Life’s path can take many forms
§

Maybe it’s finding direction for your life.

§

Maybe you’re considering a career change.
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§

Maybe it’s a change of season, but not the physical calendar type.

§

Maybe it’s about a relationship, the right spouse.

§

Maybe it’s about a child who’s off course and away from God.

§

Maybe it’s about an elderly loved one and you have a
challenging/sensitive decision to make about where they are to live.

_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
Did God Really Say?
Who did God speak to in the Bible? à I have written a few of them down:
1. Moses à burning bush. [Exodus 3:1-17]
2. Samuel à still, small voice he thought was Eli the priest. [1 Samuel 3]
3. Mary à birth of Jesus. [Luke 2]

_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
But, I want to focus on one particular story in the Bible that comes from 1 Kings 13.
1 KINGS 13:1-34
By the word of the Lord a man of God came from Judah to Bethel, as Jeroboam was
standing by the altar to make an offering. 2 By the word of the Lord he cried out against
the altar: “Altar, altar! This is what the Lord says: ‘A son named Josiah will be born to the
house of David. On you he will sacrifice the priests of the high places who make offerings
here, and human bones will be burned on you.’” 3 That same day the man of God gave a
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sign: “This is the sign the Lord has declared: The altar will be split apart and the ashes on
it will be poured out.”
4 When

King Jeroboam heard what the man of God cried out against the altar at Bethel,
he stretched out his hand from the altar and said, “Seize him!” But the hand he stretched
out toward the man shriveled up, so that he could not pull it back.5 Also, the altar was split
apart and its ashes poured out according to the sign given by the man of God by the word
of the Lord.
6 Then

the king said to the man of God, “Intercede with the Lord your God and pray for me
that my hand may be restored.” So the man of God interceded with the Lord, and the
king’s hand was restored and became as it was before.
7 The

king said to the man of God, “Come home with me for a meal, and I will give you a

gift.”
8 But

the man of God answered the king, “Even if you were to give me half your
possessions, I would not go with you, nor would I eat bread or drink water here. 9 For I
was commanded by the word of the Lord: ‘You must not eat bread or drink water or
return by the way you came.’” 10 So he took another road and did not return by the way
he had come to Bethel.
11 Now

there was a certain old prophet living in Bethel, whose sons came and told him
all that the man of God had done there that day. They also told their father what he had
said to the king. 12 Their father asked them, “Which way did he go?” And his sons showed
him which road the man of God from Judah had taken. 13 So he said to his sons, “Saddle
the donkey for me.” And when they had saddled the donkey for him, he mounted it 14 and
rode after the man of God. He found him sitting under an oak tree and asked, “Are you the
man of God who came from Judah?”
“I am,” he replied.
15 So

the prophet said to him, “Come home with me and eat.”

16 The

man of God said, “I cannot turn back and go with you, nor can I eat bread or drink
water with you in this place. 17 I have been told by the word of the Lord: ‘You must not
eat bread or drink water there or return by the way you came.’”
18 The

old prophet answered, “I too am a prophet, as you are. And an angel said to me
by the word of the Lord: ‘Bring him back with you to your house so that he may eat
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bread and drink water.’” (But he was lying to him.) 19 So the man of God returned with
him and ate and drank in his house.
20 While

they were sitting at the table, the word of the Lord came to the old prophet who
had brought him back. 21 He cried out to the man of God who had come from Judah, “This
is what the Lord says: ‘You have defied the word of the Lord and have not kept the
command the Lord your God gave you. 22 You came back and ate bread and drank water
in the place where he told you not to eat or drink. Therefore, your body will not be buried
in the tomb of your ancestors.’”
23 When

the man of God had finished eating and drinking, the prophet who had brought
him back saddled his donkey for him. 24 As he went on his way, a lion met him on the road
and killed him, and his body was left lying on the road, with both the donkey and the lion
standing beside it. 25 Some people who passed by saw the body lying there, with the lion
standing beside the body, and they went and reported it in the city where the old prophet
lived.
26 When

the prophet who had brought him back from his journey heard of it, he said, “It is
the man of God who defied the word of the Lord. The Lord has given him over to the lion,
which has mauled him and killed him, as the word of the Lord had warned him.”
27 The

prophet said to his sons, “Saddle the donkey for me,” and they did so. 28 Then he
went out and found the body lying on the road, with the donkey and the lion standing
beside it. The lion had neither eaten the body nor mauled the donkey. 29 So the prophet
picked up the body of the man of God, laid it on the donkey, and brought it back to his
own city to mourn for him and bury him. 30 Then he laid the body in his own tomb, and they
mourned over him and said, “Alas, my brother!”
31 After

burying him, he said to his sons, “When I die, bury me in the grave where the man
of God is buried; lay my bones beside his bones. 32 For the message he declared by the
word of the Lord against the altar in Bethel and against all the shrines on the high
places in the towns of Samaria will certainly come true.”
33 Even

after this, Jeroboam did not change his evil ways, but once more appointed priests
for the high places from all sorts of people. Anyone who wanted to become a priest he
consecrated for the high places. 34 This was the sin of the house of Jeroboam that led to
its downfall and to its destruction from the face of the earth.
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_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
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