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TITUS 1
Summary of the Book of Titus
This summary of the book of Titus provides information about the title, author(s), date of
writing, chronology, theme, theology, outline, a brief overview, and the chapters of the
Book of Titus.
Author
The author is Paul.
Recipient
The letter is addressed to Titus, one of Paul's converts and a considerable help to Paul in
his ministry.
When Paul left Antioch to discuss the gospel with the Jerusalem leaders, he took Titus
with him; the acceptance of Titus (a Gentile) as a Christian without circumcision vindicated
Paul there.
Following Paul's release from his first Roman imprisonment, he and Titus worked briefly in
Crete, after which he commissioned Titus to remain there as his representative and
complete the work. Paul asked Titus to meet him at Nicopolis when a replacement arrived.
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Crete
The fourth largest island in the Mediterranean Sea, Crete lies directly south of the Aegean
Sea. In NT times life in Crete had sunk to a low moral level. The dishonesty,
excessiveness and laziness of its inhabitants were severe.
Distinctive Characteristics
Especially significant, considering the nature of the Cretan heresy, are the repeated
emphases on loving and doing and teaching "what is good" and the classic summaries of
Christian doctrine.

TITUS 1
1 Paul, a servant of God and an apostle of Jesus Christ to further the faith of God’s elect
and their knowledge of the truth that leads to godliness—
Colossians 3:16 - Let the message of Christ dwell among you richly as you teach
and admonish one another with all wisdom through psalms, hymns, and songs
from the Spirit, singing to God with gratitude in your hearts.

2 in

the hope of eternal life, which God, who does not lie, promised before the beginning of

time, 3 and which now at his appointed season he has brought to light through the
preaching entrusted to me by the command of God our Savior,
4 To

Titus, my true son in our common faith: Grace and peace from God the Father and

Christ Jesus our Savior.
5 The

reason I left you in Crete was that you might put in order what was left unfinished

and appoint elders [overseer; mature believers] in every town, as I directed you. 6 An elder
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[someone the people look to for spiritual example; SAME word is used for women in
1Timothy 5:2] must be blameless, faithful to his wife, a man whose children believe and
are not open to the charge of being wild and disobedient. 7 Since an overseer manages
God’s household, he must be blameless—not overbearing, not quick-tempered, not given
to drunkenness, not violent, not pursuing dishonest gain. 8 Rather, he must be
hospitable, one who loves what is good, who is self-controlled, upright, holy and
disciplined. 9 He must hold firmly to the trustworthy message as it has been taught, so that
he can encourage others by sound doctrine and refute those who oppose it.
è What is SOUND DOCTRINE? Doctrine = Teaching
è Heaven and earth (God’s space and man’s space)à marker board
o

We are pieces of heaven living in the world. We are to be pockets of
heaven everywhere we go. THIS is our vocation in the world. To BE FULLY
HUMAN.

à Because of the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ, Jesus is Lord. That means
Jesus is Lord and no one else is Lord.
à This means we have the calling to be good managers of God’s world with Him
again.
à Jesus has restored us. (example = peter restored)
10 For

there are many rebellious people, full of meaningless talk and deception, especially

those of the circumcision group. (Same discussion in Timothy!)
11 They

must be silenced, because they are disrupting whole households by teaching

things they ought not to teach—and that for the sake of dishonest gain.
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12 One

of Crete’s own prophets has said: “Cretans are always liars, evil brutes, lazy

gluttons.”
Paul is emphasizing his point to Titus… Titus IS IN Crete because the culture is so
bad, people are perverting the faith from where Jesus established it.
13 This

saying is true. Therefore, rebuke them sharply, so that they will be sound in the

faith 14 and will pay no attention to Jewish myths or to the merely human commands of
those who reject the truth.
àChristians were being deceived into believing they had to observe the Jewish Law,
traditions, and more. But Paul made it clear that they were not under the law, but under
grace. The finished work of Christ brought the new covenant, which is the better covenant.
Hebrews 10:8-10 –
First he said, “Sacrifices and offerings, burnt offerings and sin offerings you did not
desire, nor were you pleased with them”—though they were offered in accordance
with the law. 9 Then he said, “Here I am, I have come to do your will.” He sets
aside the first to establish the second. 10 And by that will, we have been made
holy through the sacrifice of the body of Jesus Christ once for all.
àIt’s the restoration of all things back to God. [2 Cor. 5] à it’s the NEW CREATION and
we’re a part of it!
15 To

the pure, all things are pure, but to those who are corrupted and do not believe,

nothing is pure. In fact, both their minds and consciences are corrupted. 16 They claim to
know God, but by their actions they deny him. They are detestable, disobedient and unfit
for doing anything good.
à THIS is the result of the deception in Crete. The people were being drawn away
by unsound, false doctrine about Christ.
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What does this mean for us?
1. Good, sound doctrine leads us to honoring God with our lives. His grace is what
sets us apart from the culture and empowers us in our journey of faith.
2. We should TEST what we’re hearing! Is it the Word of God?
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