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1 Timothy 4 

The Spirit clearly says that in later times some will abandon the faith and follow deceiving 
spirits and things taught by demons.   

“In later times” – In the times that will come after the coming of the Lord (the first time). 
The time after the first advent and before the second advent. “Advent” simply means 
‘arrival’ or ‘appearing and coming into place.’ 

“…Some will abandon the faith” à This will come with false signs/false wonders to 
deceive people.   

1 John 4:1-6 - Dear friends, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits to see 
whether they are from God, because many false prophets have gone out into the 
world. This is how you can recognize the Spirit of God: Every spirit that     
acknowledges that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh is from God, but every  

spirit that does not acknowledge Jesus is not from God. This is the spirit of the 
antichrist, which you have heard is coming and even now is already in the world. You, 
dear children, are from God and have overcome them, because the one who is in you is 
greater than the one who is in the world. They are from the world and therefore speak 
from the viewpoint of the world, and the world listens to them.  We are from God, and 
whoever knows God listens to us; but whoever is not from God does not listen to 
us. This is how we recognize the Spirit of truth and the spirit of falsehood. 

 

Ephesians 2:1-4 - And you were dead in your trespasses and sins, in which 
you formerly walked according to the course of this world, according to the prince of 
the power of the air, of the spirit that is now working in the sons of disobedience. 

Among them we too all formerly lived in the lusts of our flesh, indulging the desires of 
the flesh and of the mind, and were by nature children of wrath, even as the rest. 

àThe Spirit of God will lead us into a healthy, God-honoring way of life. The 
deceitful spirits of the world will lead us into what is ungodly.  

 

1 Tim. 
3:16 – 
“…He 
appeared 
in the 
flesh…” 

Romans 15:4-5 - 
For whatever was 
written in earlier 
times was written 
for our instruction, 
so that through 
perseverance and 
the 
encouragement of 
the Scriptures we 
might have hope. 
Now may 
the God who gives 
perseverance and 
encouragement 
grant you to be of 
the same mind 
with one another 
according to 
Christ Jesus… 

 



 
 

Titus 2:11-14 - For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation to all 
men, instructing us to deny ungodliness and worldly desires and to live sensibly, 
righteously and godly in the present age, looking for the blessed hope and 
the appearing of the glory of our great God and Savior, Christ Jesus, who gave 
Himself for us to redeem us from every lawless deed, and to purify for Himself 
a people for His own possession, zealous for good deeds. 

2 Such teachings come through hypocritical liars, whose consciences have been seared1 as 
with a hot iron.3 They forbid people to marry and order them to abstain from certain 
foods, which God created to be received with thanksgiving by those who believe and who 
know the truth. 4 For everything God created is good, and nothing is to be rejected if it is 
received with thanksgiving, 5 because it is consecrated by the word of God and prayer. 
6 If you point these things out to the brothers and sisters, you will be a good minister of Christ 
Jesus, nourished on the truths of the faith and of the good teaching that you have followed.  

1. Deity of Christ, salvation by grace, the resurrection, the gospel, only one God, Jesus 
the only way, trinity, and virgin birth.  

2. Jesus is the Cornerstone of the Christian Faith 

3. Jesus gave one all-encompassing command—to love one another as He loved 
us 

4. Jesus gave one primary mission to His followers called the Great Commission 

7 Have nothing to do with godless myths and old wives’ tales [random things that can distract 
from what is truth (reality) in the spiritual and natural world for God’s people]; rather, train 
yourself to be godly.  

*Warning against being deceived and falling away from the truth: 

Hebrews 5:11-14 - We have much to say about this, but it is hard to make it clear to 
you because you no longer try to understand. In fact, though by this time you ought to 
be teachers, you need someone to teach you the elementary truths of God’s word all  

                                                             
 

1 kautēriázō (from kaíō, "burn") – properly, brand (sear) with a red-hot iron; 
(figuratively) cauterized, which destroys the "spiritual nerve-endings." 

 
 



 
 

over again. You need milk, not solid food! Anyone who lives on milk, being still an 
infant, is not acquainted with the teaching about righteousness. But solid food is for the 
mature, who by constant use have trained themselves to distinguish2 good from evil.  

8 For physical training is of some value, but godliness has value for all things, holding promise 
for both the present life and the life to come.  

2 Peter 1:3 - …His divine power has granted to us everything pertaining to life and 
godliness, through the true knowledge of Him who called us by His own glory 
and excellence. 

Ephesians 2:6-7 - And God raised us up with Christ and seated us with him in the 
heavenly realms in Christ Jesus, 7 in order that in the coming ages he might show the 
incomparable riches of his grace, expressed in his kindness to us in Christ Jesus. 

9 This is a trustworthy saying that deserves full acceptance. 10 That is why we labor and strive, 
because we have put our hope in the living God, who is the Savior of all people, and especially 
of those who believe. 

1 John 2:1-2 - My little children, I am writing these things to you so that you may not 
sin. And if anyone sins, we have an Advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the 
righteous; and He Himself is the propitiation for our sins; and not for ours only, but 
also for those of the whole world. 

11 Command and teach these things.  
 1 Timothy 1:5-7 - The goal of this command is love, which comes from a pure 
heart and a good conscience and a sincere faith. Some have departed from these and 
have turned to meaningless talk. They want to be teachers of the law, but they do not 
know what they are talking about or what they so confidently affirm. 

12 Don’t let anyone look down on you because you are young, but set an example for the 
believers in speech, in conduct, in love, in faith and in purity. 13 Until I come, devote yourself to 
the public reading of Scripture, to preaching and to teaching. 14 Do not neglect your gift, which 
was given you through prophecy when the body of elders laid their hands on you. 

                                                             
 

2 diákrisis (from diakrínō, see there) – properly, a thorough judgment, i.e. 
a discernment (conclusion) which distinguishes "look-alikes," i.e. things that appear to be the 
same.  

 



 
 

15 Be diligent in these matters; give yourself wholly [be absorbed] to them, so that everyone 
may see your progress.3  

In the same way, we are encouraged to continue in them: reading, sharing our faith, 
walking in love, faith, purity, speech, conduct, and continuing in our gift for the edifying 
of the Body of Christ.  

16 Watch your life and doctrine closely. Persevere in them, because if you do, you will save both 
yourself and your heare

                                                             
 

3 Prokopḗ (/pró, "in front of" and /kóptō, "cut, chop down") – properly, advance (progress) – 
literally, "advancement by chopping down whatever impedes progress"; furtherance. 

For the believer, this means going forward in sanctification, cutting through obstacles by the 
Lord's power.  

This root (prokop-) is also used in antiquity of pioneers and armies – clearing away (chopping 
down) forests in order to reach their destination. 
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