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Raised to Life 
I Corinthians 15 

Erik Luchetta 

 
In I Corinthians Chapter 15, Paul preached that Jesus rose bodily from the dead.  And because He 
rose bodily from the dead, in the future, those who belong to Jesus will also rise bodily from the 
dead.  How should our future bodily resurrection effect the way we think and behave now? 
 
Paul now turns to the final issue he has with this church.  He has addressed the issues of boasting 
over which ministers are more powerful, sexual immorality, eating meat offered to idols, and order 
in a worship service.  These issues of misbehavior have caused major problems in this church.  But 
this final issue is the root cause of all the other issues and that is they failed to understand the core 
message of the gospel – the meaning of His resurrection.  Jesus was raised bodily, and because of 
it, we will be raised bodily in the future.  Paul believes that if they know Jesus better through the 
resurrection, they we see things more accurately, and their behavior will then gradually begin to 
change.  For Paul, all Christian growth - all moral advancement in becoming more Godlike - is 
found in knowing Jesus better through the meaning of His death and resurrection.   
 
In this chapter, Paul is dealing with resurrection – both Jesus’s resurrection and our future 
resurrection as His church.  The church’s future resurrection is, and has always been, central to the 
message of the gospel.  The message of the gospel, the good news, is that death has been 
defeated.  And by death, the apostles mean physical death.  It doesn’t just mean that when you die, 
your soul goes to heaven.  That is true if you die right now, and you believe in Jesus, your soul will 
be with Him in heaven.  However, that’s not the end of the story and that is Paul’s point.  Instead, 
our future, our hope, is that one day, God will do to our physical bodies what He did for Jesus’s 
physical body when He raised Jesus from the dead.   
 
To proclaim the resurrection of Jesus is to declare God’s victory over death.  And it also means that 
Jesus was raised bodily so that we could also be raised bodily with Him in the future.  Our Christian 
way of life, the way we obey God, is anchored in the fact that one day He’ll faithfully raise us bodily 
from dead.  If God cares enough about our physical bodies to raise them, should we not use them 
in His service?  If God cares enough to raise your body, should we not care for it enough to not join 
it to others in ways that it should not be joined through sex?  So, once again, for Paul, 
understanding that we’ll be raised bodily in the future helps to mature our thinking so that we live a 
more Godly life.   
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I Corinthians 15:1-11 – This was the earliest creed.  This is the most foundational teaching and 
belief of the church.  Miss this, and Paul will say later, you’ve missed what’s most important to faith 
in Jesus.  Paul is reminding them that Jesus died, rose again, appeared to the twelve, and then 
appeared to over 500 other people.  Paul’s point is that not only did Jesus rise from the dead, but it 
is a historical fact that he was witnessed by over 500 people.   
 
What does “according to the scriptures” mean?  In a sense it could refer to particular Old 
Testament passages that speak of a coming Messiah who would fulfill the purpose God had for 
Israel (Isaiah 53:5-6, 11-12).  But it’s not likely.  Jews in that day typically didn’t use scripture in that 
way.  Instead, to them “according to the scripture” meant the entire story of the Old Testament.  
Jews considered the scriptures as the story of a people, the story of God and Israel.  It’s a story of 
God redeeming the entire world – ridding it of sin and death and making it perfect like the garden of 
Eden.  You might say that God will take over the world.  He will cleanse the world of sin and death.  
And when He does, He will raise back to life those who knew Him in Jesus Christ and those 
people, His people, will inherit a perfect world, a world reborn, a new creation.   
 
Paul, along with the other apostles, believed in two ages. The present age marked out by sin and 
rebellion (due to faulty thinking – human wisdom), and an age to come marked out by peace where 
righteousness will flood the whole earth.  The apostles believed that the world will someday turn 
the corner of human history where evil itself would be defeated and removed from the planet.  The 
world would be transformed into the condition that God intended – just like the garden of Eden.  
This is not about us going to heaven when we die.  This is about a time where the fullness of 
heaven would invade the earth.  This fallen, and dysfunctional world will be transformed into a 
place of perfection – a place where God’s will would be done on earth like it is in heaven.   
 
Paul taught that although the present evil age still exists, the resurrection of Jesus was the 
launching of the age to come.  What will come in fullness later (perfection, peace, and justice) has 
already begun to invade the earth through Jesus’s resurrection.  Through the cross, the lens by 
which we look at life and the world, we see what is coming to nothing and what is coming into 
being.  The world’s way of thinking (wisdom) and the world’s way of power (ruling) is on its way out.  
But also, a new wisdom has come and with it, a new way of living.  It’s just the beginning of a new 
day, but soon the full day will come.  For those of us with eyes to see, we perceive that the first 
rays of God’s new world has already arrived. 
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Paul preached that the biggest part of God transforming the earth to look like heaven would involve 
the resurrection of the dead.  The curse of death would be reversed, and God’s people would be 
raised to life physically.  This is the day where God would remove sin and death from the face of 
the earth.  The earth would then reflect heaven.  The earth would still be every bit physical, and the 
physical earth would mimic the spiritual heaven. Paul preaches that the scriptures, the story of 
Israel, would result in God coming to vindicate His people from death and this defeat of death has 
started with Jesus being raised form the dead.  Jesus is the first fruits of those who have died by 
being raised to life.  Death’s defeat will be fully realized when the church is raised from the dead. 
 
Paul’s message, his gospel, was simple.  Jesus Christ is Lord.  God raised Him from the dead.  He 
preached that if Jesus has defeated death – mankind’s greatest enemy – then all people should 
submit their allegiance to Him.   They should acknowledge that He is Lord over all things since He 
defeated the most power of all things – death itself.  And if they do, and only if they do, will they 
receive salvation from death too.  And if Jesus defeated death, then He must be now in the present 
and forevermore, superior over all things.  The world is now called to acknowledge His victory over 
death by confessing that He is raised and believing that His victory over death made Him Lord of 
all.   
 
Jesus is called the first born from among the dead, and the first fruits of the resurrection.  He went 
first in the resurrection and because of it we can have absolute confidence that God will raise us 
just like Jesus because we believed the message.  Some in Corinth denied that we would be 
raised.  In do so, Paul is saying that they’re actually denying that Jesus was raised.  And if you’re 
saying that Jesus wasn’t raised, then you have gotten very far away from the gospel you first 
received.  He is saying that they’ve lost a major reason to celebrate. 
 
“But if it is preached that Christ has been raised from the dead, how can some of you say that there 
is no resurrection from the dead?” (v.12)  Before they were Christians, those in the church 
practiced a pagan religion that had a very low view of the human body because they perceived it to 
be a hindrance.  Paul is saying that God has a very high view of the body, that having a physical 
body is what it means to be human.  As a result, God will raise it.  In the meantime, you should 
honor it by living right and using it for God’s work in the world.  Paul warns them that their negative 
view of the body has not only caused them to reject the future resurrection of the church, but their 
thinking has greater consequences. 
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“If there is no resurrection of the dead…we are of all people most to be pitied.” (vv.12-19).  Paul is 
saying that if Jesus was raised from the dead, His death and resurrection turned out to be the 
means by which God dealt with sin and death.  But if Jesus wasn’t raised from the dead, then sin 
and death weren’t dealt with, and humanity is still in a hopeless situation – cut off from God and no 
hope for eternity.  He says in v 17 that you’re wasting your time being a Christian and you are still 
doomed because of your sin.  But of course Paul insists that Jesus was raised and therefore sin 
and death has been dealt with.  They are forgiven of their sins and as a result of their faith in Jesus, 
they will be raised form the dead in the future along with all those who put their faith in Him.  Paul 
ends by saying in v.19 that without the hope of resurrection, what is the point of being a follower of 
Jesus?  Paul was being persecuted, hated, reviled for preaching Jesus.  If this is all there is, it 
would be better to call it quits.  He is suffering for nothing.  But of course it isn’t for nothing.  Jesus 
is raised and because it we will be raised too.  He was raised in glory and so will all who believe in 
Jesus.   
 
“But Christ has been raised…those who belong to Him.” (vv.20-23).  The resurrection of Jesus was 
the moment when God appointed the man through whom the world would eventually be brought 
back into order.  Paul is clear that the man, Adam, got the world into a mess, and a human being 
would get it out again.  Remember the story of the Old Testament is ultimately about a hope that 
one day God would remake this world into the sort of place He originally intended.  God would 
remove sin and death, people from every nation would worship the true God, and God’s people 
would inherit a world reborn with eternal, resurrected physical bodies.  You might say, the world 
would be the garden of Eden.  Jews in the Old Testament longed for God to act and do all these 
things.  But they had little idea of exactly how He was going to do it.  How exactly was He going to 
remove sin?  And how would He defeat death?  Certainly He would defeat these powers that 
corrupt humanity at some point and at that one moment He would raise all His people to 
resurrected, eternal life at the end of history as we know it.  Paul states something here that was 
completely unexpected.  The resurrection will happen in two stages instead of one stage at the end 
of history.  Paul says in verse 23 that Jesus was raised first, in the middle of history, and that we 
will be raised at the end when He appears again.  His resurrection was the first in a harvest of 
many. 
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